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April is bringing us more than April showers for our May flowers this year. April 1st is 
Holy Thursday, the start of the Passion of Our Lord. The first four days of this month is 
the reason we are Serrans. Without the events we commemorate during these days we 
wouldn’t need to worry about vocations. We wouldn’t have any Sacraments for the 
priests to administer.  
 
As we go through the rest of the month we need to thank God for sending us His Son to save us and 
for giving us the Catholic Faith we enjoy. The resurrection of Our Lord is what gives us FAITH that 
there is life after death. It is the reason we pray and do the things we do. We all hope that we will 
enjoy the rewards that Jesus earned for us, by living a life of prayer, good works and Christian love 
for one another.                                                                
                                                  May God bless you during this Easter Season and always keep you 
                                                  in His loving care. Remember to keep saying those rosaries!  
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At the March 15 dinner meeting Greg Mechler was elected president of the North 
Central Dallas Serra Club for the 2010-2011 Serra year. A Club member since April, 
2007, Mechler was held positions of V.P. Programs and parish contact for St. Joseph’s 
parish in Richardson. He has been a member of St. Mark parish since 1979 and has 
been involved in numerous ministries. Greg and his wife Ellen for long time have been 
working in family ministry both at St. Mark’s  
and for the Diocese.  
 
At St. Mark’s Greg is a member of the  
K of C, Men’s Breakfast Group, and is a  
Communion Minister. Greg and Ellen  
are sponsor couple for marriage preparation 
and also are presenters at marriage  
preparation weekends for engaged couples. 
Ellen began working in the Diocesan Office 
of Family Ministry in 1981 and has been 
Associate Director of Family Ministry at St. 
Mark. She is currently Associate Director 
of Faith Formation at Holy Family Parish. 
 
Mechler grew up in Eau Claire, WI, and was  
raised in a strong Catholic family  
environment. He attended both Catholic 
elementary and secondary schools. In 1969 
Greg married his wife Ellen whom he met 
while attending the University of Minnesota.    
After a stint in the Air Force Greg and Ellen 
moved to Green Bay where he started a  
career in transportation management. 
 
Greg looks forward to a challenging and  
exciting year for Serra. Focus areas include  
membership growth and finding new ways  
to support our priests and foster vocations. 
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Friday, April 2  
Good Friday. There 
will be no Serra First 
Friday Mass and 
Breakfast 
 
Sunday, April 11  
Seminarian Game Day 
Holy Trinity Seminary 
2 p.m.  All Serrans  
are invited 
 
Friday, April 16  
Serra Club Board 
Meeting, 7 a.m., St. 
Mark Pastoral Center 
 
Saturday, April 17  
New Officers Training 
Holy Trinity Seminary 
 
Monday, April 19  
Serra Club Dinner 
Meeting,  6:30, Canyon 
Creek Country Club  
Guest Speaker, John 
Ernst, Director, Collin 
County Adult Clinic 
 
Sunday, April 25  
Nun’s Appreciation 
Dinner,  3 to 6 p. m. 
The Dallas Arboretum 
 
Sundqy, April 25 
Seminary Sunday, 9:15 
Holy Trinity Seminary 
Serrans, spouses and 
are guests invited  
 
Sunday, April 25  
World Day of Prayer 
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Pope Benedict XVI has named two priests of the Dallas 
Diocese  to serve as auxiliary bishops to Bishop Kevin 
Farrell.  The appointments of Rev. J.Douglas Deshotel 
Vicar General of the Diocese, and Msgr. Mark Seitz,  
Pastor of St. Rita’s parish were announced on March 11 
by the papal nuncio, Archbishop Pietro Sambi. 
Both have ties to the NCD Serra Club. Bishop Elect  
Desotel was presented with the Bishop’s Burse by then 
Club president Ralph Armstrong at the 2009 Serra 
installation dinner, while Bishop Elect Seitz was the  
guest speaker at the the Club’s September, 2009, dinner  
meeting. The bishops-elect will be ordained as bishops  
on April 27 at 2 p.m.at the Cathedral in downtown Dallas. 
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The Vocation Awareness Program (VAP) will be held on the weekend of June 25-27 at Holy Trinity Seminary. This 
is the most effective program developed by Serra International to obtain results for vocations.  Catholic men and  
women find answers to questions they may have about life as a priest, sister or brother.  The Vocation Awareness 
Program Weekend is sponsored annually by the Serra Clubs of the Dallas and Fort Worth Dioceses. 
 
As a Serran nothing stands out to be more important than: “To foster and promote vocations to the ministerial  
priesthood in the Catholic Church as a particular vocation to service, and to support priests in their sacred ministry; ” And, “To 
encourage and affirm vocations to consecrated religious life in the Catholic Church.” 
 
We as Catholics are asked to give our time, our talent and our resources to the Catholic Church to help evangelize our faith. Recently 
we received invitational envelopes for the VAP Kickoff Brunch that will take place Saturday, March 27 at Holy Trinity Seminary. At the
brunch we receive our Vocation Awareness Packets, Brochures and Posters for delivery to the parishes by our Parish Coordinators. 
 
I would like to thank all of our     Serrans who helped support the Vocation Awareness Program with your purchase of raffle tickets 
and                                            also the time in helping sell tickets at our parish churches. It is through time and effort that these  
                                                  things get done.  Through our Parish Coordinators the VAP Poster and Brochures will be delivered  
                                                  to the parishes.  Thank you in advance for your help in volunteering to give a presentation at Mass. 
                                                  The most effective talk is one that comes from the heart. See the VAP Key Point Presentation sheet
                                                  for information to include or to write your own talk.  Also included are sample talks that can be used 
                                                  at the Mass. 
                                                   
                                                  Serra International (“Serra”) is formally recognized by the Holy See as the global lay apostolate for 
                                                  vocations in the Catholic Church. 
 
                                                  With you help we are fulfilling the third objective of Serra:  “To assist its members to recognize and 
                                                  respond in their own lives to God’s call to holiness in Jesus Christ and through the Holy Spirit.”  
                                                  Thank you for all your service to Serra. 
 
                                                   
 
 

�
                                                   

�

 
 
 
 

 
President  

Hank Himmelberg 
 

V.P. Programs  
Bob Baillargeon 

 
V.P. Vocations  

Larry Montz 
 

V.P. Membership  
Doug Biglen 

 
V.P. Communications  

Lou Neeb 
 

Treasurer  
Dennis Epping 

 
Secretary  

Catherine Park 
 

Trustees  
Paul Ficalora, 1st Yr. 
Jerry Hurster, 2nd Yr. 
Bill Crowley, 3rd Yr. 

 
Past President  

Ralph Armstrong 
 

Newsletter Editor  
Carl Rossini 

 
Chaplain  
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 NCD Serra Club conducted membership drive on March 16 at Prince of Peace Church.   
 Msgr.James Balint invited couples to a general gathering to learn about Serra. Eight 
 attended the meeting with 13 others who could not attend but want to know the Serra  
 story.  Bill Crowley, Hank Himmelberg and Ralph Armstrong spoke of the mission and 
 merits of Serra and Paul and Jo Ficalora were available to answer questions. Results  
of the meeting were very positive.Those interested have been invited to the April dinner meeting  
The life blood of any organization is new members.  They bring new energy, ideas and enthusiasm.  
Help of our members is needed to share the Serra experience with our guests at the dinner meeting 
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President                     Greg Mechler 
President Elect           Mike Maxwell 
VP Programs              John Fitzpatrick 
VP Vocations              Larry Montz 
VP Membership          Doug Biglen 
VP Communications   Lou Neeb 
Secretary                    Peter La Fave 
Treasurer                    Dennis Epping 
Trustee 3rd Year        Jerry Hurster 
Trustee 2nd Year        Paul Ficalora 
Trustee 1st Year         Ralph Armstrong 
Past President           Hank Himmelberg 
VP Newsletter             Carl Rossini        
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In the Archdiocese of Boston initiate by Cardinal O’Malley, priests are being encouraged to institute more  
confession hours and to encourage the faithful to take greater advantage of the Sacrament of Penance. But 
according to the Boston Globe, few are availing themselves of these longer confession hours. One Boston priest 
says he hardly ever hears confessions and hasn’t had a single person come to the Wednesday night sessions -- 
“which I consider the sign of a healthy parish.”  The priest, who asked not to be identified because he doesn’t want 
to alienate the archdiocese, says he thinks many Catholics today have a more modern view of forgiveness. 
 
I find that priest’s statement deeply troubling, and certainly do not see the lack of Catholics availing themselves of 
the Sacrament of Penance a sign of a “healthy parish.”  What it signals is the failure to understand the Sacrament.  
Clearly the Sacrament came into play in the early centuries of the Church as an occasion of the forgiveness of  
grave/mortal sins committed after  Baptism. That remains its primary function. I also accept that grave/mortal sins are relatively 
hard to commit ... it takes a real effort. If by “a more modern view of forgiveness” the priest means that we may go before God 
directly for our lesser/venial sins, he is correct.But unless there has been a philosophical change of which I am unaware, 
regular confession of sins before a priest in the Sacrament of Penance operates as part of our on-going formation in the faith. 
 
Even in the event we have no serious/grave/mortal sins to confess, it is a primary source of Sanctifying Grace that helps us avoid 
serious sin. By “regular confession of sins” I mean at least twice a year.  I suggest three or four times a year is even better. I’m not 
                                                                              necessarily advocating monthly confession, as was the practice when I was 
                                                                              growing up, although I have no trouble with that practice.  Those who come      
                                                                              weekly or more often are usually suffering from OCD or hyper-scrupulosity or not 
                                                                              seriously working, with the grace of the sacrament, on changing habits that lead 
                                                                              to sin.  There is such a thing as going to confession too often. 
 
                                                                              When we receive a gift at Christmas or our birthday, we do not generally leave it 
                                                                              unwrapped and consign it to a closet shelf.  We open it and use it. God gave us 
                                                                              the Sacrament of Penance to 
                                                                              strengthen us for our Pilgrim 
                                                                              journey to God. It is  
                                                                              presumptuous of us to assume 
                                                                              we can get along without it.�
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                           The 31 Club is a commitment by                    
                         Serrans to attend Mass and pray  
for vocations on a specific day each month. If  
you are not listed below and want to participate  
in this important ministry, please e-mail Dolores  
Maxwell at dmaxwell@eseton.org 
 
 
1st   Jerry Hurster 
        Paul Ficalora 
        Jo Ficalora 
2nd  Dick Park 
         Katie Park 
        Mike Maxwell 
         Dolores Maxwell 
3rd  Bill Crowley 
4th  Ida Keptner 
5th   Bob Baillargeon 
        Jim Archer 
6th  John Fitzpatrick 
7th  Vince Ahern 
       Betty Monaghan 
       Bill Condon 
8th  Lou Neeb 
9th  Peter La Fave 
       Mary La Fave 
10th Vicki Dean 
11th  Jim Duffy 
12th  Mark Venincasa 
13th Therese Reittinger 
14th Jack Tromba 

  
 
15th Jeff Hardage 
16th Hank Himmelberg 
17th  John Fitzpatrick 
18th  Ann Larriviere 
         Rob Larriviere 
19th 
20th  Tony Schmidt 
21st   Doug Biglen 
          Veronica Biglen 
22nd  Joe Semler 
23rd  Paul Reittinger 
24th  Ralph Armstrong 
          Jim Hogan 
          Kay Hogan 
25th 
26th 
27th  Chris Taylor 
         Warren Schneider 
28th  Bill Larsen 
         Bonnie Larsen 
29th  Carl Rossini 
30th  Deacon Jack      
             Gulino 

 APRIL  BIRTHDAYS 
       Bill Condon                   April      7        
       Deacon Arnold Picon    April    11 
       Lou Neeb                      April     14 
       Jim Hogan                    April     18            
           

APRIL  ANNIVERSARIES 
     Greg and Lisa Mc Curry     April   3       
     Greg and Ellen Mechler      April 12 
     Larry and Julie Montz         April 15 
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                  Serra Prayer for Vocations 
O God, who wills not the death of a sinner, but rat her 
that he be converted and live, grant we beseech You , 
through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary , 
ever virgin, Saint Joseph,  her spouse, Blessed 
Junipero Serra, and all the saints, an increase of 
laborers for Your Church, fellow laborers with  
Christ to spend and consume themselves for souls,  
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives 
and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit , 

In Memoriam 
Rhonda Picon 
February 27, 2010 

May her soul and all the souls of the faithfully 
departed through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

             Continue To Lift Up In Prayer 
Therese Reittinger            Alicia Condon    
Jim Archer                         Ellen Rossini               
Bob Bittner   
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Your text here. 
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Photos  of the  March 27 VAP Brunch 
Holy Trinity Seminary      Photos by Vicki Dean 
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