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                                                Serra Club of North Central Dallas  

 
 
Friday, January 1  
New Year’s Day. Holy 
Day of Obligation/ NO  
Serra First Friday Mass  
and Breakfast.  
 
January 10-16, 2010  
                        
                    National 
                    Vocation 
                    Awareness 
                    Week 
 
January 13, 2010  
Club to Cater lunch  
for meeting of Diocesan 
Deanery 3 , 11:30 a.m.  
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Parish Hall Room 9 
 
Monday, January 18  
Monthly Serra Club 
Dinner Meeting, 6:30 
p.m., Canyon Creek 
Country Club, guest 
speaker,  Ann Letteer, 
Exec. Director of the 
Pines Catholic Camp 
and Youth Center 
 
Sunday, January 24  
Seminary Sunday, Holy 
Trinity Seminary. NCD 
Serra Club assigned 
Sunday. Members and 
guests urged to attend 
 

Check out these websites: 
North Central Dallas 

Serra Club... 
www.ncdserraclub.com  

Serra USA Council... 
www.serraus.org  
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Lunch will be provided by the NCD Serra Club at the January 13 meeting of Northern 
Deanery 3 to be held at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton.  Dean Msgr. Henry Peter will preside 
at the gathering of priests from the  14 parishes of the Diocese’s northern area.   
 
The Deanery 3 parishes include Prince of Peace, Plano; St. Elizabeth Ann Seton,  
Plano; St. Mark the Evangelist, Plano; Our Lady of Angels, Allen; St. Francis of  
Assisi, Frisco; St. Michael, Mc Kinney; St. Jude, Allen; Holy Family Mission, Van  
Alstyne; St. Francis of Assisi Mission, Whitesboro; St. Patrick; Denison, St. Mary,  
Sherman St. Elizabeth, Bonham, Sacred Heart of Jesus Chinese Catholic  
Community, Plano; and St. Anthony, Wylie. 
 
There are nine deaneries in the Dallas Diocese. 
The  deanery  joins together the neighboring  
parishes for the promotion and coordination of 
common pastoral activity and for spiritual, pastoral  
and administrative purposes. 
 
Besides providing a catered lunch the Club will have  
time on the agenda. Led first by Hank Himmelberg,  
Bill Crowley then will present to the group a Serra  
overview.  Ralph Armstrong will give a presentation  
on membership in Serra while Jim Duffy will report  
on the progress of the new Serra club in formation.   
Serra information kits that include our recently  
published Serra Book of Prayers will be given to the  
priests at the meeting. 
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Doug Biglen joins the board  
of trustees as the new vice  
president of membership.  
Doug is a Plano resident and  
member of St. Elizabeth Ann  
Seton parish and is active in  
RCIA, Why Catholic, ACTS  
and Knights of Columbus.   
He is a civil engineer and  
works for a large engineering firm. Doug 
hails from Lewistown, Montana.     
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Here it is 2010.  Doesn’t seem that long ago that everyone worried about  
what would happen when the millennium arrived. As it turned out, not much  
happened. Why? Because everyone was prepared. 
 
As we start this New Year, all of us will be putting away our Christmas  
decorations and making New Years resolutions. The first resolution that all  
of us need to make and keep is to put Christ in our lives every day of the  
year, not just at Christmas. Don’t put Him away with the decorations. By  
keeping Him in our lives, we will be prepared whenever He decides to call on  
us. This has to be our goal and objective not only for this year but also for the rest of our 
lives.  God’s calling can be many things and we need to be open to them.  Think about 
what you are asked to do and give prayerful thought before you respond. 
 
Please enjoy the gifts I wished for you this Christmas in the New Year.  They were the gift 
of “friendship,” constant and true, “fitness and health” surrounded by “love of family.” 
“Peace” which comes from above, accompanied by “faith” and “God’s abundant love.”   
I hope the New Year brings you joy and happiness.   
� ����������	
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President  

Hank Himmelberg 
 

V.P. Programs  
Bob Baillargeon 

 
V.P. Vocations  

Larry Montz 
 

V.P. Membership  
Doug Biglen 

 
V.P. Communications  

Lou Neeb 
 

Treasurer  
Dennis Epping 

 
Secretary  

Catherine Park 
 

Trustees  
Paul Ficalora, 1st Yr. 
Jerry Hurster, 2nd Yr. 
Bill Crowley, 3rd Yr. 

 
Past President  

Ralph Armstrong 
 

Newsletter Editor  
Carl Rossini 

 
Chaplain  

Rev. Cliff Smith 
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As we face the challenges of the new year of 2010, we can look back on our Club’s highlights and accomplishments for 2009. 
 
*��+�(&�*��+�(&�*��+�(&�*��+�(&� � Rev. Greg Kelly, Vicar of Priests and Director of Ongoing Formation of Priests for the Diocese of Dallas, was the dinner 
meeting guest speaker on the 19th.  Veteran Serrans Dick and Katie Park move to Richardson from Boynton Beach, Florida, and 
become members of the NCD Dallas Club.  ���(+�(&���(+�(&���(+�(&���(+�(& ���Another good turnout for Seminary Sunday on  
February 1 at Holy Trinity Seminary.  Dr. Brian Schmisek, founding dean of the School of Ministry at the  
U of Dallas, was the February 16 dinner meeting speaker. ��(,-��(,-��(,-��(,- ���NCD Serra Club members attend the  
Nuns Appreciation Dinner on March 7 at the National Scouting Museum.  Deacon Gregg Kahrs is the March 16  
dinner meeting speaker.  VAP Kickoff Mass and Brunch March 28 at Holy Trinity Seminary.  Veteran Serran Jim  
Duffy, from Mentor, Ohio, joins NCD Serra Club. Father Cliff Smith becomes chaplain of NCD Serra Club.��Hank Himmelberg is 
elected president of NCD Serra Club for 2009-2010. ��('.��('.��('.��('.   Very Rev. Michael Olson, Rector of Holy Trinity Seminary, is guest   
                                                  speaker at the April 20 dinner meeting. Eleven parishioners from St. Elisabeth Ann Seton join NCD 
                                                  Serra Club.  ��&��&��&��&   New  officers attend Spring Leadership Conference May 2 at Holy Trinity  
                                                  Seminary.  Fifteen members are inducted at the Installation of Officers and New Member Induction 
                                                  Banquet on May 20 on the campus of the University of Dallas. Bill Crowley is chairman of the event  
                                                  and installed as District 46E Governor.  Seminary Sunday May 3 at  
                                                  Holy Trinity Seminary.   *+��*+��*+��*+��    New Serra club formation meeting  
                                                  June 5 at St. Gabriel’s.  Induction of new officers and Serra  
                                                  recommitment of membership at June 15 dinner meeting. Ralph  
                                                  Armstrong passes Club presidency to Hank Himmelberg.   
                                                   
                                                  *+.&*+.&*+.&*+.& �� The Vocation Awareness Weekend is held July 17-19 at Holy  
                                                  Trinity Seminary with 38 participants attending.  Rev. Bruce Bradley is guest speaker of July 20  
                                                  dinner meeting. �+/+�%�+/+�%�+/+�%�+/+�%   Revamped NCD Dallas website is launched by webmaster Mary Wyman, 
                                                  daughter of Dick and Katie Park. Serra International Convention is held in Omaha. Club members  
                                                  Bill Crowley and Tony Schmidt attending. NCD Serra Club publishes 38-page Book of Prayers.  
                                                  August 17 dinner meeting speaker features Chuck Nuedecker, Ukrainian American Society.        
                                                  ���%����(���%����(���%����(���%����(    Bill Higgins named NCD Serra Club Serran of Year. Seminary Sunday September 6 
                                                  at Holy Trinity Seminary. Seminarian golf outing on September 12.  Msgr. Mark Sietz is guest  
                                                  speaker on the 21st dinner meeting. ������������	��
� named No. One newsletter in Region 10. 
                                                  0,%0��(0,%0��(0,%0��(0,%0��( ��Annual Seminarian Welcome Dinner held on October 6. Guest speaker for the October 
                                                  19 dinner meeting is David Sedeno, editor of The Texas Catholic. Priesthood Sunday is celebrated  
                                                  on October 25.  Jim Duffy named president of Serra club in formation, Serra Club of Collin County.  
 
                                                  �0�����(�0�����(�0�����(�0�����( ��Seminary Sunday November 1 at Holy Trinity Seminary.  Thomas Poore,  
                                                  president of John Paul II High School, is November 16 dinner meeting speaker.  
                                                  ��,����(��,����(��,����(��,����(     Annual NCD Serra Club Christmas party, this year again hosted by Bill  
                                                  and Kathy Crowley.  Sixty-one Serrans and guests partake in  the holiday festivities.   
                                                  On the 25th Christmas all Serrans enjoy in the celebration of the birth of the Christ Child. 
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As the year ends the Serra Club of Collin County is closer to fruition. We held our  
first informational meeting in May at St. Gabriel the Archangel in Mc Kinney. During 
the ensuing seven months the new club elected acting officers, established regular 
two a month meetings, and currently speaking with a priest about becoming our 
chaplain. If the priest agrees we will submit his name to Bishop Kevin Farrell for 
appointment. 
 
The new club has a working roster of 18 and the extension committee continues to work with the 
pastors of the five target parishes of St. Gabriel and St. Michael in Mc Kinney, St. Jude and Our 
Lady of Angels in Allen, and St. Francis of Assisi in Frisco.  With continued hard work and prayers 
for Blessed Junipero Serra’s intercession, the Serra Club of Collin County in-formation will 
become a reality by the end of this New Year. 
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                            The 31 Club is a commitment by                    
                        Serrans to attend Mass and pray  
for vocations on a specific day each month. If  
you are not listed below and want to participate  
in this important ministry, please e-mail Dolores  
Maxwell at dmaxwell@eseton.org 
                 

 
 
1st   Jerry Hurster 
        Hank Himmelberg 
        Joan Heiting 
        Paul Ficalora 
        Jo Ficalora 
2nd  Bob Bittner 
3rd  Bill Crowley 
4th  Ida Keptner 
        Jim O’Malley 
5th   Ed Johnson 
        Jim Archer 
        Jim P. Duffy 
6th  John Fitzpatrick 
7th  Vince Ahern 
       Betty Monaghan 
       Jack Tromba 
       Warren Schneider 
       Bill Condon 
8th  Lou Neeb 
9th  Peter La Fave 
       Mary La Fave 
10th Vicki Dean 
        Bob Baillargeon 
         

  
 
10th  George Stewart 
12th  Greg Mechler 
         Mark Venincasa 
13th  Therese Reittinger 
15th  Don Simoneaux 
         Darwin Hutchison 
18th  Ann Larriviere 
         Rob Larriviere 
20th  Tony Schmidt 
21st   Bill Higgins 
22nd Joe Semler 
23rd  Tom Demarest 
          Deacon Paul 
              Reittinger 
24th  Jim Hogan 
          Kay Hogan 
27th  Chris Taylor 
          Leo Heiting 
29th  Carl Rossini 
         Ellen Rossini 
30th  Deacon Jack      
              Gulino 
31st  Ron Keptner 

             Continue To Lift Up In Prayer 
Therese Reittinger       Alicia Condon   Jim Archer  
Ellen Rossini                Rhonda Picon    

 JANUARY   BIRTHDAYS 
          George Stewart              January   3                
          Paul Ficalora                  January   9 
          Doug Biglen                   January 10 
          Dan O’Connell                January 11 
          Ralph Armstrong           January 24 
          Richard Park                  January 24 
          Tony Schmidt                January 26 
           

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
 Deacon Paul and Therese Reittinger    January   5 
 Dennis and Dawn Epping                       Janua ry   7 
 Mark and Lisa Venincasa                       Janu ary 19 
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Establishing strong relationships with all 24 parishes in our area 
is the goal of the parish contact program, according to Dick Park  
who heads up a committee to review and revise the program.  
We are striving to set up a standard for all present and future  
parish contacts, Park stated. Serra USA has provided guidelines  
which include establishing a relationship with the pastor and key  
parish members, learn about current activities in the parish, become a catalyst 
for vocations by using Serra and Diocesan resources, work with the pastor to 
implement his desires and needs in the areas of vocations. 
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We close out our secular calendar by celebrating the Feast of the Holy Family.  With the end of an old year and the start of a new one it’s time  
to look at the status of our own family life, and just how well our families mirror the Holy Family.   
 
What do we really know about what is necessary to ensure the physical and spiritual health, the security  and stability of our family life?  There is a  
quote from  Pope Paul VI in the Catechism of the Catholic Church : “May Nazareth teach us what family life is, its communion of love, its austere  
and simple beauty. and its sacred and inviolable character...” (C.C.C. #533:  Paul VI at Nazareth, 5 January 1964) We need to accept that the  
“Christian home is the place where children receive the first proclamation  of the faith.  For this reason the family home is rightly called ‘the domestic 
 church,’  a community of grace and prayer, a school of human virtues and Christian charity.”  (C.C.C. #1666)  
 
Let’s look at a few of the basis teachings of the Catholic Church regarding the “nature of the family:”  “A man and a woman united in marriage, together with their children, 
form a family.  This institution is prior to any recognition by public authority,  which has an obligation to recognize it. It should be considered the normal reference point by 
which the different forms of family relationship are to be evaluated.”  (C.C.C. #2202) 
 
“The Christian family is a communion of persons, a sign and image of the communion of the Father and the Son in the Holy Spirit.  In the procreation and education of 
children it reflects the Father’s work of creation.  It is called to partake of the prayer and sacrifice of Christ. Daily prayer and the reading of the Word of God strengthen it in 
charity. The Christian family has an evangelizing and missionary task.” (C.C.C. #2205) 
 
The relationships within the family bring the affinity of feelings, affections and interests, arising above all from the members’ respect for one another.  The family is  a 
privileged community called to achieve a ‘sharing of thought and common deliberation by the spouses as well as their eager cooperation as parents in the children’s 
upbringing.’  (C.C.C. #2206) 
 
“The family is the original cell of social life.  It is the natural society in which husband and wife are called to give themselves in love and in the gift of life.  Authority, stability, 
and a life of relationships within the family constitute the foundations for freedom, security, and fraternity within society.  The family is a community in                                  
                                                                                                               which,  from childhood, one can learn moral values, begin to honour God,  and  make good use        
                                                                                                               of  freedom.  Family life is an initiation into life in society.”  (C.C.C. #2207) 
 
                                                                                                              “The family should live in such a way that its members learn to care and take responsibility for the      
                                                                                                               young, the old, the sick, the handicapped, and the poor. There are many families who are at times  
                                                                                                              incapable of providing this help.  It devolves then on other persons, other families, and, in a                
                                                                                                              subsidiary way, society to provide for their needs;  ‘Religion that is pure and undefiled before God      
                                                                                                              and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their in their affliction  and to keep oneself         
                                                                                                              unstained from the world.’” (C.C.C. #2208) 
 
                                                                                                              The home is the natural environment for initiating  a human being into solidarity and communal          
                                                                                                              responsibilities. Parents should teach children to avoid the compromising and degrading                     
                                                                                                              influences which threaten human societies.”  (C.C.C. #2224) 
 
                                                                                                              Education in our faith by parents ought/must begin in the child's earliest years.  Family catechesis     
                                                                                                             should always precede, accompany, and enrich other forms of instruction in the faith. Parents            
                                                                                                             have the mission of teaching their children to pray and to discover their vocation as children of            
                                                                                                              God. “Parents’  respect and affection are expressed by the care and attention  the devote to               
                                                                                                              bringing up their young  children and providing for their physical and spiritual needs. As  the              
                                                                                                              children grow up, the same  respect and devotion lead parents to educate them in the right use  of     
                                                                                                              their reason and freedom.”  (C.C.C. #2228) 
 
                                                                                                             This begins to scratch the surface of the meaning of a Holy Family ... one that has made its home      
                                                                                                             in the Lord Jesus.  As we continue with the celebration of this new year, let us always ask God,          
                                                                                                              our Father to help us to live as the holy family, united in respect and love. Let us ask Him to bring       
                                                                                                              us to the joy and peace of our eternal home. May the peace of Christ rule in our hearts, and               
                                                                                                    fullness of His message live within us.   
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Random  photos of  the December 6  North Central Da llas Serra  

Club Christmas Party at the home of Bill and Kathy Crowley 
Photos by Vicki Dean 
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