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June 1 starts another new Serran year for our Club. It also is the official beginning of
the leadership role for the new Board and my term as president. | am humbled and
honored to take on this responsibility. | also feel very blessed by the capabilities that
all of you bring to the NCD Club. To start the year it makes sense to focus on our
mission as Serrans - “to foster, affirm, and promote vocations to the ministry in the
Catholic Church.” As a Club we have done a great job over the years with programs
and activities directly in support of this mission. In this coming year we want to continue to support
all the great programs already in place and look for new ways to foster, affirm and support vocations.
The Board will be meeting the first week on June to plan for this year. We would like to have every
member actively involved in supporting the programs of the Club.

In closing | would like to share an excerpt from an article on the Serra USA web site: “God so often
works through others in calling men and women to service in the Church. That is why it is so
important for all of us to realize our role in serving as God’s messingers. We must continue to pray
that the hearts of men and women will be open to receive and respond to God’s call that they have
the courge to trust in that call and the faith to follow where that call leads.”

I am looking forward to a year of growth - in spirituality, in our Club
membership and most of all in vocations to ministry.

“New Members of Serra, will you give your time, efforts and prayers within Serra
International, and in cooperation with all the people of God and of this Diocese, for
the encouragement and preservation of vocations to the ministerial priesthood, the
sisterhood and brotherhood and permanent deaconate?” With these words from
Bishop J. Douglas Deshotel, 19 new Serrans from District 46E were installed at the
Installation Mass and Induction of New Members May 19 at the Church of the
Incarnation at the University of Dallas. Among this number four are from the North
Central Dallas Club and the new County County Club In Formation.These include
Shari Sapinoso, and from Collin County, Jennifer Pruitt and Frank and Lisa Ferro.

In his homily celebrant Bishop Deshotel expressed warm memories of Serra from his youth, and
thanked Serra for its support and encouragement to religious vocations. Besides celebrant Bishop
Deshotel, priests concelebrating the Mass were Very Rev.
Michael Olson, Rector of Holy Trinity Seminary, along with Rev.
James Oberle, Director of Spiritual Formation of Holy Trinity;
Rev.Ronald Ramson, Holy Trinity; Guest Speaker Rev.Greg
Kelly, Diocesan Vicar for Clergy; and Rev. Rudy Garcia,
Vocations Director for the Diocese.

Szatkowski, Rangel
To Be Ordained

Following the Mass the banquet was held at the University of
Dallas Haggar University Center. Event chairman Anthony

Interrante of the Serra Club of Metropolitan Dallas welcomed
the group and served as master of ceremonies for the evening. —

Highlights on the banguet program included remarks by
out-going District Governor Bill Crowley of North Central Dallas
Serra Club, who recognized the 2009-2010 officers and
in-coming 2010-2011 officers; remarks by in-coming District
Governor Ernie Dockler of the University of Dallas Club;
presentation of the Bishop’s Burse to Most Rev. J. Douglas
Deshotel by Pete Philp, out-going president of the Serra Club
of Metropolitan Dallas; Response by Bishop Deshotel; and
blessing and closing Prayer by Very Rev. Michael Olson.

John Szatkowski and Marco
Rangel will be ordained to the
priesthood on Saturday, June 5 at
10 a.m. at the Cathedral. Both
have received their Parocial Vicar
assignments, John Szatkowski to
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton and Marco
Rangel to St. Mark the Evangelist .
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By Don Simoneaux
Most of the planning work has been completed, and final preparations are in progress for this year's Vocation
Awareness Program. Applications are starting to come in for this year’'s weekend, June 25-27 at Holy Trinity
Seminary. Since the program was initiated by the Serra Clubs of the Dallas-Fort Worth area in 1990, more than
800 young Catholic men and women have participated in a VAP weekend to assist their discernment process.

The program is governed by a VAP Steering Committee staffed by all Serra Clubs of Districts 46 E and 46W. The primary
leadership roles, which rotate among the clubs each year, are Director, Assistant Director, Seminary Coordinator, and Assistant
Seminary Coordinator. The Serra Club of North Central Dallas always has provided strong support to the program,

with several members serving each year in either one of these primary roles or on one of the supporting
subcommittees.
———e_B_e>SETony schmide served oon the Steering Commiittee when he was District 46E
Governor and volunteered this year to serve as Seminary Coordinator. He
is coordinating rooms and food for the staff and attendees for the weekend
and ensuring that all other support needed from the University of Dallas and
the seminary is available during the weekend. Following the normal progression, he will be
Assistant Director for the 2011 program and Director for the 2012 program.

This year, as in past years, Betty Monaghan is serving on the Program Subcommittee and is
responsible for lining up women religious staff for the weekend and for planning the panel sessions
for women attendees. She has also served on the Screening Subcommittee, providing beneficial

President. insights to new screeners and making initial phone calls to those who have submitted applications.
Greg Mechler This work ensures that participants for the weekend are serious candidates and are truly ready for
a discernment experience. Finally, Betty will once again spend the VAP weekend at the seminary,

V.P. Programs serving as primary chaperone for the female participants.

John Fitzpatrick ) ) )
Don Simoneaux has also served on the Steering Committee for a number of years. He has helped

with the coordination of printed materials and the VAPinfo.org web site. Don has served in key

V.P. Vocations positions including Director of the 2006 program. Bill Crowley, this year’s District 46E Governor,

Larry Montz has attended most of the Steering Committee meetings, and has actively coordinated support
from all the clubs in the district. All clubs are asked to have their VP for Vocations participate in

V.P. Membership Steering Committee meetings and assist in planning for the annual weekend. Larry Montz, the
Doug Biglen Club’s VP for Vocations, has been actively participating throughout his term. Although no longer

actively involved with the Steering Committee, Bill Higgins served in key leadership positions for

V.P. Communications a number of years and was instrumental in shaping the processes and structure for the weekend
— as it exists today.

Treasurer
Dennis Epping
In preparation for the June 25-27 VAP weekend the Club’s dedicated parish

Secretary contacts have distributed VAP materials to their 23 parishes. Pulpit presentations
Peter La Fave followed explaining the purpose of the VAP weekend and made applications
available to interested candidates. This is just one of the important roles that
Trustees parish contacts serve through the year.

Ralph Armstrong,1st Yr.

. The Club’s parish contact has recently under gone a renewal, according to committee chairman
Paul Ficalora, 2nd Yr. P Y g 9

Dick Park. A complete set of guidelines are now available for current and future parish contacts

Jerry Hurster 3rd Yr. to follow. It lists the expectations for parish contacts. These include: establish a relationship with
each pastor and the key players; Listen to the clues from the parish about such items as what

Past President the pastor would like us to do; learn about vocation activities in the parish; what vocations have

Hank Himmelberg come from the parish. Communicate parish desires to your Serra Club; communicate vocation

releases from the diocese to the parish; communicate Serra vocations expertise to the parish.
Newsletter Editor

Become a catalyst for vocations activities in the parish. Maintain the relationship; Use every

el [Feomstl opportunity to stay in touch; Attend Mass periodically in the parish; Attend special events in the
. parish, such as picnics, dinners, etc.; Personally maintain the vocations literature rack; Schedule
Chaplain. periodic meeting with the parish personnel. A list of tools are available to assist parish contacts.
Rev. Cliff Smith These include a Parish Contact Kit, Parish Contact Program booklet, Training Parish Contacts

kit, a brochure entitled “15 Ways to Promote Parish Vocations in Your Parish.”
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In the seminary we were often reminded by our Spiritual Directors and Rector: Remember guys, there’s no
vacation from a vocation. And | think this is wise councel for all of us Catholics to take to heart.

When | was growing up, my family would take a summer vacation to somewhere in the U.S., often to a historic
location, Washington, D.C., Gettysburg, Valley Forge, etc. But my mother, being a good Catholic (my Father is

a Methodist) made sure that we always went to Mass wherever we went. Only once were we surprised, in Canada,
by a Mass in French rather than in English.

But as | grew older | came to realize that we were not only going because it was key to being Catholic Christains! Being on

vacation doesn’t mean we take on vacation God! Archbishop of Maimi, Thomas Wenski said it best: “There can be no vacation

from our fundamental Christain vocation to holiness. Fidelity to weekly Mass attendance is inextricably linked to that vocation.”
s \\/eekly Sunday Mass attendance is one of the fundamental Precepts of the
Catholic Church.

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
Veronica Biglin June 8
Marie Baert June 10

We Americans are a relatively worshipful group. About 25% of registered Catholics
attend Mass weekly. Another 15% attend at least once a month. Certainly we are
more faithful to the Sunday obligation than the traditional “Catholic” countries such

Deacon Jack Gulino June 15

Catherine Hogan
Mark Venincasa
Dawn Epping
Chris Taylor

Carl Rossini

June 24
June 24
June 26
June 27
June 29

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES
Marie and Jeff Baert June 1
Leo and Joan Heiting June 1
Don and Carolyn Simoneaux June 3
Jack and Carolyn Tromba June 5
Dick and Diane Reed June 11
Ron and Ida Keptner June 19

as France, Austria, Spain and Italy where regular Mass attendance has dropped to
about 11% or less. True, prime vacation months change our normal patterns, but
considering the effort and organizing that goes into regular vacation plans we
ought to include planning ahead to the Sunday Mass as well.

God doesn’t take a vacation, even when you do.

This summer, relax and stay connected with God wherever you are.

|l#

The 31 Club is a commitment by
Serrans to attend Mass and pray

for vocations on a specific day each month. If
you are not listed below and want to participate
in this important ministry, please e-mail Hank
Himmelberg at hankhimmellberg@verizon.net

1st Jerry Hurster
Paul Ficalora
Jo Ficalora

2nd Dick Park
Katie Park

3rd Bill Crowley

4th |da Keptner

5th Bob Baillargeon
Jim Archer

6th John Fitzpatrick

7th Vince Ahern
Betty Monaghan
Bill Condon

8th Lou Neeb

9th Peter La Fave
Mary La Fave

10th Vicki Dean

11th Jim Duffy

14th Jack Tromba

12th Mark Venincasa 29th
13th Therese Reittinger 30th

15th Don Simoneaux

16th Hank Himmelberg
17th John Fitzpatrick
18th Ann Larriviere
Rob Larriviere
19th
20th Tony Schmidt
21st Doug Biglen
Veronica Biglen
22nd Joe Semler
23rd Paul Reittinger
24th Ralph Armstrong
Jim Hogan
Kay Hogan
25th
26th
27th Chris Taylor
28th Bill Larsen
Bonnie Larsen
Carl Rossini
Deacon Jack
Gulino

Warren Schneider |
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The USA Council (USAC) of Serra International has scheduled the second and
final Super Weekend this year June 17-20 in Chicago. Super Weekends typically
are scheduled in January and September each year, but since Serra International
convention is in September, the council moved the Super Weekend to June.

Two primary activities during the Super Weekend are meetings of the USAC
Board of Trustees and meetings of the four primary committees which include
Vocations, Membership, Programs and Communications. A number of other
committees, such as Long Range Planning, also meet. Any Serran in the USA
may participate in the Super Weekend and join a committee. The Super Weekend
is also a great opportunity to meet and exchange ideas with Serrans from clubs
around the country. Aside from meetings, Super Weekend attendees will attend
Mass, share meals together, and have an opportunity for evening social activity in
downtown Chicago. For more information or to register for the June Super
Weekend go the the USAC web site or call the USAC office at 838.777.6681.

Continue To Lift Up In Prayer
Therese Reittinger Alicia Condon
Jim Archer Ellen Rossini

Bo b Bittner
Jo Ficalora

is the North Central Dallas
Serra Club monthly newsletter to communicate
activities, provide news to members and support
Club goals. Editor Carl Rossini , Photographer,
Vicki Dean

Check out these web sites:
North Central Dallas Serra Club...
www.ncdserraclub.com
SerraUSCouncil. www.serraus.org




Random Photos from the May 19 Serra Installation Ma  ss
and Induction of New Members and Installation Bangu et
University of Dallas Campus
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