
���������	�
��
�� 

���������	���
���
���
������
���
�	�
Well, March is here and with it comes the first day of spring and daylight savings time.  
While the days are getting longer the lists of things we have to do are growing also.   
There is the yard work that we have to catch up on, plans for our vacations, getting to  
all the  First Communions, Graduations and Weddings.   
 
Our calendars get very crowded and we wonder how we will ever get it all done.   
Some how we find time to do all the things that are important to us.  As we are making  
time for all these items we must not lose sight of the most important thing we all must do -- “save our 
souls.”  The adjustments that we make in our schedules must insure that we keep God in our lives no 
matter how hectic our lives become. 
 
Time is the one thing that we need and without the time that God gives us we  would not get anything 
done.   We must think about God and thank Him for our time because like everything else we have, it 
comes from God.  If He doesn’t think about us, we will cease to exist and all the things that were so 
important and got in our way will not matter.   
 
Remember to keep saying those rosaries. 
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Check out these 
websites: 

North Central Dallas 
Serra Club 

www.ncdserraclub.com  
Serra USA Council... 
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Friday, March 5  
First Friday Mass and 
Breakfast, 6:30 a.m. 
Church of St. Mark 
 
Monday, March 15  
Monthly Serra Club 
Dinner Meeting, 6:30 
p.m., Canyon Creek 
Country Club, guest 
speaker. Sr. Theresa 
Khirallah, SSND, 
Director of Ministries, 
Bishop’s Senior Staff 
 
Friday, March 19  
Serra Club Board 
Meeting, 7 a.m., St. 
Mark Pastoral Center 
 
Saturday, March 27  
VAP Kick Off Mass 
and Brunch, 9 a.m., 
Holy Trinity Seminary 
 
Sunday, March 28  
Seminary Sunday 
assigned for North 
Central Dallas Serra 
Club, 9:15 a.m. Holy 
Trinity Seminary.  Club 
members, spouses, 
guests are urged to 
attend.  Please bring 
treats to share. 
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                                                 By Tony Schmidt 
On Saturday, March 27, the 2010 Vocation Awareness Program officially gets started.   
Mass begins at 9 a.m. followed by brunch and drawing of raffle and door prizes. This  
is the most important Serra activity in our area. Members of Serra clubs in Dallas and 
Fort Worth have been busy planning the program and raising raffle and door prizes. 
 
Helping provide the financial means to support this activity is one way all Serrans can participate. 
The current VAP staff has provided some excellent prizes for the raffle. They will be awarded to the 
winners at the kickoff brunch. All Serrans have received three books of raffle tickets to sell. Although 
Serrans themselves usually purchase these tickets we should make them available to others, friends 
and parishioners.  In the past Serrans at some of our larger parishes have had great success in 
selling tickets after Masses on weekends before the Brunch. Selling tickets at our parishes not only 
allows for more funding it give an opportunity for more Serra visibility, and it gives non-Serrans an 
opportunity to help in the drive to get more vocations. If you have ever sold these tickets after Mass 
you undoubtedly have received favorable  
comments about the need for more vocations and  
the desire to help in this endeavor. 
 
In our Club, the members of St. Mark, St. Paul  
and Elizabeth Ann Seton should arrange to obtain 
permission to sell tickets, publicize this event in  
the parish bulletins, possibly get an announcement 
from the pulpit and arrange for a suitable number 
of “salesmen” at the designated Masses on a  
prearranged weekend. Club members from outlying 
parishes such as Our Lady of Angels, St. Michael’s 
St. Gabriel’s, St. Francis and Prince of Pease may 
want to take advantage of this opportunity to   
advertise the work of Serra, obtain new member 
interest and obtain some funds for this important 
activity, at one of the weekend Masses. And 
remember, if we do not sell enough tickets, our  
clubs will be assessed for the required funds!  
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President                    Greg Mechler 
President Elect           Mike Maxwell 
VP Programs              John Fitzpatrick 
VP Vocations              Larry Montz 
VP Membership          Doug Biglen 
VP Communications   Lou Neeb 
Secretary                    Peter La Fave 
Treasurer                    Dennis Epping 
Trustee 3rd Year        Jerry Hurster 
Trustee 2nd Year        Paul Ficalora 
Trustee 1st Year         Ralph Armstrong 
Past President            Hank Himmelberg 
VP Newsletter             Carl Rossini        
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The Vocation Awareness Program Kickoff Brunch that marks the launch of our 2010 Vocation Awareness Program  
is scheduled for Saturday, March 27.  You recently should have received you invitation. 
 
The objectives and purposes of Serra are threefold: 1.To foster and promote vocations to the ministerial priesthood  
in the Catholic Church as a particular vocation to service and to support priests in their sacred ministry; 2. To  
encourage and affirm vocations to consecrated religious life in the Catholic Church; 3. To assist its members. 
 
As a Serran nothing stands out to be more important than to foster and promote vocations to the ministerial  
priesthood and the consecrated religious life in the Catholic Church. That is why the Vocation Awareness Program  
is so important to Serrans.  The VAP stands for our mission and what we believe in as Serrans. 
 
This year the Vocation Awareness Weekend will be June 25-27. The VAP Weekend program started in 1990 and since that time  
                                                  more than 800 young men and women have participated in the weekend program for discernment. 
 
                                                  We as Catholics are asked to give our time, our talent and our resources to the Church to help    
                                                   evangelize our faith. In our invitational envelope for the VAP Kickoff brunch are raffle tickets,  
                                                  the major source of revenue for funding the entire VAP weekend event. Please be generous in the  
                                                  support of this Serran sponsored event. 
 
                                                  The budget for the VAP Steering Committee to put on VAP Weekend is approximately $14,000 per  
                                                  year.  There are variables that make this amount fluctuate including the number of attendees,  
                                                  advertising, housing and food costs.  The VAP Steering Committee by-laws call for them to keep in 
                                                  their treasury the above amount and more for the years VAP Weekend.  VAP Assessments were  
                                                  just levied on each Serra club of $25.00 per member so that the Committee’s treasury could be  
                         brought             brought back up to par.  If we could get each Serran to purchase or sell two books of raffle tickets,  
                                                  there would be no need  for a VAP assessment to the Serra clubs on their membership.  
 
                                                  The Steering Committee has VAP brochures, posters and packets for pick up by the Serra clubs in 
                                                  District 46E and 46W.  The VAP packets will then be ready for delivery to the parishes by the clubs’ 
                                                  parish coordinators.   
 
                                                  Thank you for your service to Serra and your 
                                                  help with the Vocation Awareness Program. 
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President  

Hank Himmelberg 
 

V.P. Programs  
Bob Baillargeon 

 
V.P. Vocations  

Larry Montz 
 

V.P. Membership  
Doug Biglen 

 
V.P. Communications  

Lou Neeb 
 

Treasurer  
Dennis Epping 

 
Secretary  

Catherine Park 
 

Trustees  
Paul Ficalora, 1st Yr. 
Jerry Hurster, 2nd Yr. 
Bill Crowley, 3rd Yr. 
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�  is the North Central Dallas Serra 
Club monthly newsletter to communicate activities, 
provide news to members and support Club goals. 
Editor Carl Rossini ,  Photographer, Vicki Dean 
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Rector Rev. Fernando Carranza introduced Redemptoris Mater Missionary 
Seminaries to our Serra Club at the February 15 dinner meeting.  Dallas is one 
of five missionary seminaries in the United States. The others include Newark, 
Denver, Washington and Boston. All are under the authority of the local bishops. 
 
Redemptoris Mater came into being in Rome in 1988 with the enthusiasm of 
Pope John Paul II. It was established with these characteristics: to be an 
international seminary with vocations coming from different nations, that it be 
missionary that upon ordination, the priests are available to go wherever the ordinary assigns them. 
 
As in all other Redemptoris Mater seminaries the candidates have been assigned here from various 
countries world wide through random selection process. There are 20 seminarians assigned in Dallas, 
ten on site in undergraduate formation and ten in theological studies in other seminaries.  They take 
their undergraduate work at the the University of Dallas the same as the seminarians of Holy Trinity. 
 
Ordinations for the Redemptoris Mater seminarians will take place at the Cathedral together with the 
Holy Trinity seminarians, and then be assigned by the Bishop either to the Dallas Diocese or 
elsewhere to dioceses in the world. To date over 1200 priests world wide have been ordained.  
                                                                                Repemptoris Mater Missionary Seminary is    
                                                                                located on the Mount St. Michael campus in Far 
                                                                                West Dallas.  Father Carranza has extended an 
                                                                                invitation to the North Central Dallas Serra Club  
                                                                                for a Seminary Sunday at Redemptoris Mater. 
                                                                                  
                                                                                .  
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                           The 31 Club is a commitment by                    
                         Serrans to attend Mass and pray  
for vocations on a specific day each month. If  
you are not listed below and want to participate  
in this important ministry, please e-mail Dolores  
Maxwell at dmaxwell@eseton.org 
 
 
1st   Jerry Hurster 
        Paul Ficalora 
        Jo Ficalora 
2nd  Dick Park 
         Katie Park 
        Mike Maxwell 
         Dolores Maxwell 
3rd  Bill Crowley 
4th  Ida Keptner 
5th   Bob Baillargeon 
        Jim Archer 
6th  John Fitzpatrick 
7th  Vince Ahern 
       Betty Monaghan 
       Bill Condon 
8th  Lou Neeb 
9th  Peter La Fave 
       Mary La Fave 
10th Vicki Dean 
11th  Jim Duffy 
12th  Mark Venincasa 
13th Hank Himmelberg 
14th 

  
 
15th Jeff Hardage 
16th 
17th  John Fitzpatrick 
18th  Ann Larriviere 
         Rob Larriviere 
19th 
20th  Tony Schmidt 
21st   Doug Biglen 
          Veronica Biglen 
22nd  Joe Semler 
23rd   
24th  Ralph Armstrong 
          Jim Hogan 
          Kay Hogan 
25th 
26th 
27th  Chris Taylor 
         Warren Schneider 
28th  Bill Larsen 
         Bonnie Larsen 
29th  Carl Rossini 
30th  Deacon Jack      
             Gulino 

             Continue To Lift Up In Prayer 
Rhonda Picon        Therese Reittinger       Alicia  Condon    

 MARCH  BIRTHDAYS 
          Jeff Hardage          March    3            
          Jim O’Malley          March    8 
          Greg Mechler         March  16 
           Bill Crowley           March  17 
           Jim Duffy               March  20 
           Bill Larsen             March  28   
           

MARCH  ANNIVERSARIES 
      Dick and Katie Park         March   2       
      Vicki and Rick Dean        March 10 
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With Ash Wednesday we marked the beginning of the Season of Lent ... by 
being marked.  With ashes made by burning the blessed palms of Palm Sunday  
2009, we are reminded of our human limitations.  Like the candles of the wreath  
that mark the passage of time in Advent, so in Lent we are reminded of our  
mortality and that we live in-between-time: the time of the Resurrection and the  
Second Coming of Christ and we do not know when our lives may suddenly end.  
 
The true purpose of Lent is, above all else, to prepare us, through fasting, prayer, charity, and 
penance, for the celebration of the death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ ... the more we 
engage in this “time in the wilderness” the more effective the celebration will be.  We can only 
genuinely engage in the great Mystery of the Triuum, (Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy 
Saturday) with conversion of mind and heart. The purpose of Lent is to provide a journey of 
enlightenment and purification by weaning ourselves away from sin and selfishness through 
self-discipline, self sacrifice, prayer, acts of charity and penance, creating in ourselves the 
desire to do God’s will and to make His Kingdom come, by making it come first of all in our own  
hearts. 
                           Let us enter into the season of Lent, joyfully accepting the Cross of the   
                            wilderness journey, that in the end we may also enter joyfully into the     
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                                                            By Don Simoneaux 
                           As members of Serra International, we know that we belong to a 
                            Catholic organization that works to encourage new church vocations 
                            and support existing vocations.  So what is the  function of the USA 
                            Council? While Serra International sets the policies for the     
                            organization around the world, charters local clubs, and serves as the 
                            interface with the universal church, It relies on national councils in 
                            several countries with large number of members for localized support 
                            of the clubs in those countries. 
                            
The USA Council, or USAC, provides support for clubs and members in our country, 
who make up nearly 60 percent of the overall SI membership. Administration of the 
council is performed by a full-time staff of four in the Chicago office, who coordinate the 
efforts of thousands of Serra volunteers around the country. They also maintain the 
national membership database, operate Serra USA website, conduct training programs 
for regional and district leaders, publish essential manuals, provide Serra materials to 
clubs and interface with the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops and other 
national Catholic organizations. 
 
Three USA  Council board meetings are planned each year,  one during the Serra 
International convention and two during Super Weekends in Chicago in 
September and January.  Because the Serra International convention this year 
is delayed to September from its more usual late June time period, the next 
USAC Super Weekend is planned for June 18-20 to insure installation of the 
new board and district governors closer to the beginning of the Serra year. 
 
In addition to the board meeting during the Super Weekend, the four major 
standing committees (Vocations, Membership, Programs, and Communications) 
conduct meetings as do a number of smaller committees. All who participate in 
the weekend also attend Mass at a nearby parish. Committee membership is 
open to any interested Serran, To learn more about USAC Super Weekend 
check web link serraus.org/serra_usa/serra_swe.htm  
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Photos of  the February 15  North Central Dallas Se rra  

Club dinner meeting at the Canyon Creek Country Clu b 
Photos by Vicki Dean 
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