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Sunday, May 2  
Seminary Sunday. 9:15 
Holy Trinity Seminary, 
All Dallas Serra Club 
members, spouses, 
guests are invited.  
 
Friday, May 7  
First Friday Mass and 
Breakfast, 6:30 a.m., 
Church of St. Mark  
 
Wednesday, May 19  
Serra Clubs of the 
Diocese of  Dallas, 
Annual Officers  
Induction and New 
Member Installation, 
Mass, Reception, 
Banquet 6:30 p.m., 
University of Dallas 
 
Friday, May 21  
Serra Club Board 
Meeting, 7 a.m., St. 
Mark Pastoral Center 
 
Fri-Sun, June 25-27  
Vocation Awareness 
Weekend, Holy Trinity 
Seminary, sponsored 
by the Serra clubs of 
the Dallas and Fort 
Worth Dioceses. 
 
 
 

Check out these web  
sites: North Central 
Dallas Serra Club... 

www.ncdserraclub.com 
Serra US Council... 
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Dear Serrans of North Central Dallas, 
At the urging of Serra USA and agreement of the Serra Club of North 
Central Dallas’ (NCD) Board of Trustees, the Serra Club of Collin County 
in Formation (SCC) was adopted by NCD as a satellite club. By doing so  
SCC members Jennifer Pruitt and Richard Clare from St. Gabriel’s,  
Frank and Lisa Ferro from St. Michael’s and John Schnaithman from  
Our Lady of Angels became associate members of NCD. Going forward  
new members of SCC will also become associate members of North  
Central Dallas and remain so until such time as the new club is chartered. 
 
Additionally, NCD members Ron and Ida Keptner, as well as Jim Duffy were given associate status 
and transferred to the satellite club. Larry Montz will also transfer when his commitment of NCD is 
completed or SCC’s charter is received. 
 
By accepting Collin County as a satellite the Serra Club of North Central Dallas demonstrated its 
whole hearted support in its’ extension effort to bring Serra to Mc Kinney, Frisco and Allen. The five 
parishes in those communities (St. Francis of Assisi, St. Gabriel, St. Michael, St. Jude and Our Lady 
of Angels) are the focus of that effort. 
 
On April 14, 2010 the new club received wonderful news and positive reinforcement from Bishop 
Kevin Farrell by his appointment of Father Cruz Calderon as chaplain of the Serra Club of Collin 
County. Father Calderon serves as Parochial Vicar of St. Michael the Archangel, Mc Kinney.  We 
are excited by Father’s appointment and look forward to receiving his spiritual guidance and advice 
as we become a viable and productive club. 
 
On behalf of my fellow Collin County Serrans I would like to express out thanks to NCD and 
especially to Tony Schmidt, Betty Monaghan and Bill Crowley for their tireless support and help in 
guiding our new club.  It would have been very difficult to get to this point without their willingness to 
share their unique leadership and experience. With your continued support, our goal of applying for a 
charter by the end of this year is certainly achievable. 
 

Sincerely in the Spirit of Serra,             
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May, the month of Mary our Mother in heaven and Mother of Vocations, is upon us.  
It is also the last month for my President’s Focus. I hope you got as much out of 
them as I did writing them. 
 
I want to take this opportunity to thank all of you for your prayers and help during my  
term and I ask you to be open to any request to serve that you may receive in the 
future. A special thank you from all of our members to our new Board of Trustees  
who have answered the call. It is appropriate that these members will be installed as  
Officers during May, the month of Mary, who is the ultimate example of responding 
to God’s call. She delivered Jesus in a stable, move to keep Him alive when He was  
a baby, cared for Him as He grew into an adult and watched Him being crucified on the cross. 
 
We are not called to do such extreme acts but we all need to pitch in and help our club maintain its 
vitality and keep it the best club in Dallas. Thank you for all you have done for Serra and what you 
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President  
Hank Himmelberg 

 
V.P. Programs  
Bob Baillargeon 

 
V.P. Vocations  

Larry Montz 
 

V.P. Membership  
Doug Biglen 

 
V.P. Communications  

Lou Neeb 
 

Treasurer  
Dennis Epping 

 
Secretary  

Catherine Park 
 

Trustees  
Paul Ficalora, 1st Yr. 
Jerry Hurster, 2nd Yr. 
Bill Crowley, 3rd Yr. 

 
Past President  

Ralph Armstrong 
 

Newsletter Editor  
Carl Rossini 

 
Chaplain  

     Rev. Cliff Smith      
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President                     Greg Mechler 
VP Programs              John Fitzpatrick 
VP Vocations              Larry Montz 
VP Membership          Doug Biglen 
VP Communications   Lou Neeb 
Secretary                    Peter La Fave 
Treasurer                    Dennis Epping 
Trustee 3rd Year        Jerry Hurster 
Trustee 2nd Year        Paul Ficalora 
Trustee 1st Year         Ralph Armstrong 
Past President           Hank Himmelberg 
VP Newsletter             Carl Rossini        
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�  is the North Central Dallas Serra 
Club monthly newsletter to communicate activities, 
provide news to members and support Club goals. 
Editor Carl Rossini ,  Photographer, Vicki Dean 
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   From the Holy Father’s message of the 45th World Day of prayer for Vocations 
 
“There has always been in the Church many men and women who,  
inspired by the action of the the Holy Spirit, choose to live the Gospel in a  
radical way, professing the vows of chastity, poverty and obedience. The 
multitude of religious men and women, belonging to innumerable 
institutes of contemplative and active life, plays  
‘the main role in the evangelization of the  
world.’ 
  
“... Statistics show that the number of baptized        
persons increases every year thanks to the  
pastoral work of these priests, who are wholly  
consecrated to the salvation of their brothers... 
special thanks must be given to those priests  
who work faithfully and generously at building  
up the community ... devoting all their energy  
to serving the mission of the Church.”�
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For the first time in history, the Diocese of Dallas is now served by three bishops. 
Bishop Kevin J. Farrell will now be joined by two auxiliary bishops to help him 
minister to an ever-growing Catholic population.  Most Reverends J. Douglas 
Deshotel and Mark J. Seitz were ordained as bishops on Tuesday, April 27, 2010 at 
2 p.m. at the Cathedral Shrine of the Virgin of Guadalupe in downtown Dallas. 
 
The new bishops were ordained by Bishop Farrell in front of an overflow 
congregation at the downtown cathedral. The ordination ceremony was  viewed by 
countless more through the Diocese’ network website. The ceremony was 
witnessed by two cardinals: Cardinal Daniel DiNardo of Houston and Cardinal 
Theodore McCarrick of Washington, D.C. as well as Archbishop Jose Gomez of 
San Antonio and more than 20 bishops from throughout Texas and the Southwest..  
Hundreds of priests, deacons, nuns, religious brothers and consecrated men and 
                                                  women joined the new bishops’ families, friends, 
                                                  parishioners and Serrans at the joyful event.  
 
                                                  Bishop Deshotel thanked the community and 
                                                  asked for prayers, “I have served our diocese for 
                                                  32 years with the help of the wonderful Catholics 
                                                  I’ve had the privilege of serving and the support of 
                                                  my brother priests. I want my brother priests to   
                                                  know that I will support and help them in the heroic 
                                                  work they do each day for the Church.“  Bishop 
                                                  Seitz expressed joy and gratitude. “This has  
                                                  been a wonderful day. I am so grateful to my 
                                                  family, my brother priests, current and former    
                                                  parishioners and everyone who is supporting us in 
                                                  prayers. I look forward to assisting Bishop Farrell 
                                                  in serving the people of the Diocese of Dallas.” 
                                                  Bishop Seitz delivered a message in Spanish to 
                                                  the many Hispanics in the congregation.             
                          

 



 APRIL  BIRTHDAYS 
       Bill Condon                   April      7         
       Deacon Arnold Picon    April    11 
       Lou Neeb                       April     14 
       Jim Hogan                     April     18            
           

APRIL  ANNIVERSARIES 
     Greg and Lisa Mc Curry     April   3       
     Greg and Ellen Mechler      April 12 
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                             In His Steps Prayer 
“Walk with Blessed Junipero Serra as he traces  Our Lord’s footsteps in 
search of workers in the vineyard.” Holy Spirit, You are the love and 
light of the world. Continue to give all Serrans the courage and            
                       generosity to respond ardently to Your call. 
 
                       With one voice now, all Serrans say, “Here I am  Lord.” 
                       Fire each of us with a renewed spirit and enthusiasm to 
                       work for vocations for our Church. Deepen our                         
commitment to the Serra mission that we may, indeed,                                    
walk “in his steps” on our  journey. 
 
                      Father, we ask this in the name of Jesus, Our Lord, 
through the intercession of Blessed Junipero Serra and Mary, the 
Mother of the Church and religious vocations.          Amen. 

             Continue To Lift Up In Prayer 
Therese Reittinger            Alicia Condon    
Jim Archer                         Ellen Rossini               
Bob Bittner                       Jo Ficalora 
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                           The 31 Club is a commitment by                    
                         Serrans to attend Mass and pray  
for vocations on a specific day each month. If  
you are not listed below and want to participate  
in this important ministry, please e-mail  Hank 
Himmelberg at  hankhimmellberg@verizon.net 
 
 
1st   Jerry Hurster 
        Paul Ficalora 
        Jo Ficalora 
2nd  Dick Park 
         Katie Park 
        Mike Maxwell 
         Dolores Maxwell 
3rd  Bill Crowley 
4th  Ida Keptner 
5th   Bob Baillargeon 
        Jim Archer 
6th  John Fitzpatrick 
7th  Vince Ahern 
       Betty Monaghan 
       Bill Condon 
8th  Lou Neeb 
9th  Peter La Fave 
       Mary La Fave 
10th Vicki Dean 
11th  Jim Duffy 
12th  Mark Venincasa 
13th Therese Reittinger 
14th Jack Tromba 
15th Don Simoneaux 

  
 
15th Jeff Hardage 
16th Hank Himmelberg 
17th  John Fitzpatrick 
18th  Ann Larriviere 
         Rob Larriviere 
19th 
20th  Tony Schmidt 
21st   Doug Biglen 
          Veronica Biglen 
22nd  Joe Semler 
23rd  Paul Reittinger 
24th  Ralph Armstrong 
          Jim Hogan 
          Kay Hogan 
25th 
26th 
27th  Chris Taylor 
         Warren Schneider 
28th  Bill Larsen 
         Bonnie Larsen 
29th  Carl Rossini 
30th  Deacon Jack      
              Gulino 

 MAY  BIRTHDAYS 
       Dick Reed                 May    11                     
       Therese Reittinger   May   12 
       Rob Larriviere          May    18 
       Bill Higgins              May    21 
       John Fitzpatrick       May    26           
           

MAY  ANNIVERSARIES 
     Bill and Mary Higgins               May  12  
     Lou and Jean Neeb                  May  18 
     Vince and Florence Ahern       May   27 
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“But the Advocate. the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind  
you of all that I said to you.”  (The Gospel of John 14:26.) 
 
With th sound like a mighty wind and tongues if fire, a miraculous transformation took place in the lives of those  
frightened, waiting disciples. Suddenly they were filled with a powerful new courage and the last traces of fear  
were wiped away. 
 
With the Divine outpouring of the Holy Spirit the Church was born. The Apostles especially were empowered with  
a great sense of purpose and enthusiasm. The previously locked doors were thrown open and they began to  
proclaim fearlessly and eloquently the Good News ... the Jesus was the long expected Messiah, the Son of God  
and that through his life, his death and resurrection salvation was accomplished for all people and all time to come. 
 
This is the meaning and message of Pentecost. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, ordinary people are enabled to accomplish 
the extraordinary. With the outpouring of the Holy Spirit Christ the Lord, God’s sacrament to His creation, gives the Church as His 
sacrament to humankind. 
                                                                       The great wonder is that since  
                                                                        the first Pentecost the Holy  
                                                                       Spirit continues to work through 
                                                                        us, and in our world. We are  
                                                                        empowered  with extraordinary  
                                                                        gifts - wisdom, insight, counsel, 
                                                                        power, knowledge and fear of the  
                                                                        Lord - that enable us to offer the  
                                                                        fruits of the Spirit: love, joy peace,  
                                                                        patience, kindness, goodness,  
                                                                        trustfulness, gentleness and  

Time is Running Out 
May 6 is the deadline to 
submit your reservations for 
the annual Installation of 
Officers and New Member 
Induction  Banquet  on May 
19 on the campus of the U of 
Dallas. Responses should be 
mailed to Club Treasurer  
Dennis Epping . 
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It is widely known among Serrans that Blessed Junipero Serra, the Apostle of California, established nine 
missions in California from San Diego to San Francisco. Before he ever reached California Blessed Serra  
spent two decades in Mexico providing the foundation for his future evangelization  This is little known 
to most Americans.  While many have visited his California missions, few have visited his Mexican ones. 
 
There were two major thrusts on evangelization in Mexico.  Junipero Serra was part of the second wave in 
the 18th century.  The first occurred in the 16th century.  The effects of this evangelization are visible even  
today. When one travels to almost any part of the country one will find a Franciscan church or convent.   
Usually these are massive structures.  So imposing, for example, is the Franciscan complex at Izamal, 
Yucatan, that it dominates the entire town.  Its atrium, surrounded by 100 arches, is the second largest  
atrium in the world.  Only St. Peter’s in Rome is larger. Junipero’s presence in Mexico continued the vibrant 
missionary tradition. While in Mexico Blessed Serra spent time at the College of San Fernando, was named  
presidente of the Sierra Gorda missions where he established five mission churches.  All are still active 
parishes.  Two hundred years later, thanks to Junirpero, the faith is much alive in the Sierra Gorda. 
 
At age 56 Blessed Serra became president of the former Jesuit missions in Baja California. Walking was  
his normal mode of travel.  During his march north Blessed Serra suffered from painful bleeding ulcers on 
his legs and feet, but he refused ti turn back. He arrived in San Diego in June 1769 and immediately began 
construction on the first mission. 
 
During the next 15 years Serra devoted his  
time and energy to the Franciscan  
establishment in California.  When others 
despaired, Serra persevered. By 1782 he had 
founded nine missions: San Diego, San  
Carlos Borromeo de Monterey, San Antonio, 
San Juan Capistrano, Santa Clara, San 
Buenaventura, San Luis Obispo, San  
Gabriel and San Francisco. His friar  
co-workers would found California's other 
twelve missions. 
 
Slowly Blessed Serra overcame the fear  
and hostility of the natives and converted  
them to Catholicism. Serra was concerned 
with the Native Americans’ physical  
well-being as with their spiritual life. He 
introduced domestic animals and new  
agricultural methods.  Under his care the  
California missions became the most  
successful and prosperous in all New Spain. 
 
Not only did Serra have responsibility for the 
missions, but after the founding of the  
pueblos of San Jose and Los Angeles, he 
also administered the churches there as well 
as those of San Diego, Monterey, San  
Francisco and Santa Barbara. His devotion 
and hard work were in large part responsible 
for the growth and development of Spanish 
California. 
 
Junipero Serra died in August, 1784 at age  
70 at Mission San Carlos Borromeo and was 
buried in the mission church (present-day 
Carmel) which has become a shrine to his 
memory. Monuments to Serra dot the map 
from Majorca to San Francisco. 
 
Blessed Junipero Serra was beatified by 
Pope John Paul II in 1988.  
   
 


