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Here comes another month. Where does the time go? This month brings us
a holiday, Labor Day. There are a few of us who are still working on a daily
basis but for the vast majority of us, the fact that there is a holiday, will have
no effect on what we do on a daily basis. We did the normal things when
we were in the work force. There was the travel, overtime, weekend work
and the what ever it takes attitude. We did all of this to put food on the table
for our families and to provide for their well-being.

Friday, September 4
First Friday Mass. and
Breakfast 6:30 a.m.,
Church of St. Mark

While we may have retired from our worldly jobs, we still have our spiritual jobs to do.
These jobs never end and we must be thankful that we are given the opportunity to say YES
to God’s plan for us. Understand that saying Yes won't make you perfect. God doesn't
expect us to be perfect, but He does expect us to keep trying. The more we say Yes the
more grace we will receive to know and follow His will for us. We may not understand His
ways, but we can take comfort in knowing He'll never abandon us. Share your God-given
gifts of “time, talent and treasure” by supporting our priests and religious, your parish and
the work of Holy Trinity Seminary.

Sunday, September 6

Seminary Sunday, 9:15
Holy Trinity Seminary

Saturday, September 12
Serran-Seminarian Golf
Outing, Grapevine Golf
Course; Lunch, 12:30;
BBQ Dinner, 5:30

We can never retire from working for the well-being of our spiritual family.

Remember to keep saying those rosaries.

Friday, September 18
Serra Club Board Meeting,
7 a.m. St. Mark’s

Pastoral Center

Look no further than Bill Higgins for a man who has said “yes” to Serra for

Monday, September 21

Monthly Serra Club Dinner
Meeting 6:30 p.m. Canyon
Creek Country Club, guest
speaker, Msgr. Mark Seitz

Tuesday, October 6

many years. For his loyal service to Serra, Bill was named the North
Central Dallas Serra Club’s Serran of the Year. Bill Crowley presented
Higgins the Serra of the Year plague at the August 7 First Friday breakfast.
Bill has been member of St. Paul the Apostle parish for the past 49 years
and in May celebrated 53 years of marriage to wife Kay. They have three
children andfive grandchildren.

Higgins joined Serra in 1995 and hit the ground running. His extensive and

Seminarian Welcome Dinner varied service to Serra I

and Wine Pull, 5.p.m.
Fairmount Hotel

Celebrate!

October 25, 2009

Check out these websites:
North Central Dallas
Serra Club...
www.ncdserraclub.com
Serra US Council...
WWW.Serraus.org

includes v.p. vocations,
treasurer for three years,
trustee for three years, nun’s
appreciation dinner chairman,
VAP Brunch chairman,
Director VAP Weekend ,
Assistant Director VAP
Weekend, and served seven
years on the VAP steering
committee. Bill also served
on various committees
including the installation
dinner, priests recognition
and golf outings. He currently
serves as a parish
coordinator for Sacred Heart
of Jesus Church in Plano.

Serrans are urged to participate in the annual Semi  narian
Golf Outing being held at the Grapevine Golf Course on
September 12 and sponsored by the Serra Club of Dal  las.
Sixty-four seminarians from Holy Trinity Seminary a nd
Redemptoris Mater Seminary will be participating. Prior
to golf lunch will be provided at 12:30 by the Dall  as club.

The tournament will feature a nine-hole scramble fo

A barbeque dinner will be served at 5 p.m. with the
awarding of prizes and trophies. Cost of the event is
$33.50 for golf and $18.50 for dinner. To participa te in
golf and/or dinner, e-mail Katherine Blakely at
s27@sullivanholston.com
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It is not too late for Serra members to

donate a bottle(s)of wine (or
$25 cash) for the popular
Wine Pull a highlight of the
October 6 Seminarian
Welcome Dinner. Club
members are asked to bring
their donations to the
September 4 First Friday
breakfast or the September
21 dinner meeting. Each
bottle must have a
minimum value of $25.
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The annual Seminarian Welcome Dinner fundraiser will be held on Tuesday, October
6 at the Fairmont hotel and offers the opportunity to meet and greet the Holy Trinity
and Redemptoris Mater seminarians of the 2009 fall term. As in past years the North
Central Dallas Serra Club have supported the event with table sponsorships.

The evening will be alive with activities beginning at 5 p.m. with the seminarian
reception and Wine Pull. A seminarian silent auction will be held from 5 to 8 p.m.
Introduction of seminarians takes place at 6:30, followed by dinner at 7. Auxiliary
Bishop Oscar Cantu of the Archdiocese of San Antonio and an alumnus of Holy

Trinity Seminary will be the keynote speaker. Also in attendance will be Bishops
Kevin Farrell, Diocese of Dallas,

and Kevin Vann, Diocese of Fort

Worth. After the dinner there will
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be a live auction, priest prize
package auction, and angel tree followed by
final prize drawings.

Cost of the Welcome Dinner is $125 per
person and $1,250 for table sponsorship.
Club members planning to attend should
contact Hank Himmelberg. The Seminarian
Welcome Dinner is a major fundraising event
for Holy Trinity Seminary.
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Thank you again for the invitation to your August dinner and meeting. It is
hard to believe that | have completed my sixth year of seminary; | have now
spent one-fourth of my life in seminary formation! | have completed my
second year of theology studies at the North American College It was a
challenging year which made me all the more ready for coming back to the
diocese this summer. During the months of July and August | was blessed at

was a good mentor this summer as he gave me a great opportunity to experience parish life from
the prospective of a pastor. | also was able to spend a good amount of time this summer with
family and friends. Now | return to Rome to begin a new year of formation. | hope to spend this
new academic year, which is also the Year for Priests, in deepening my own understanding of the
identity and mission of the priesthood of Jesus Christ in the modern world. Thank you for your
prayers and support --be assured of my prayer.
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Chuck Neudecker, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton parishioner and Secretary-Treasurer of
the Ukrainen Catholic Foundation, was the guest speaker at the August 17 dinner
meeting, and explained the emergence of the Catholic Church in the Ukraine,
previously an underground church under the Soviet Union. The Church now
exceeds five million. Eight years ago Neudecker went to the Ukraine to teach the

English language at the Ukrainian Catholic University and has returned
two to three times a year to consult in areas of

management systems, budgets and
administration. He stated that the Church is
flourishing with vocations and the Ukrainian
Catholic University is educating about 200
seminarians each year. There are also about 25
nuns who study at the University and over 300
lay students in the university’s full time program.

In Memoriam
Gloria Semler

August 15, 2009
May her soul and all the souls of the faithfully
departed through the mercy of God, rest in peac
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A Pastor must be “outstanding in sound doctrine and integrity of morals and endowed with zeal for souls and other
virtues.” A pastor must make sure that “the Word of God is proclaimed ... to those living in the parish” and to “take
care of the lay members of the Christian faithful are instructed in the truths of the faith ... by offering catechetical
instruction. He is to have particular care for the Catholic education of children and youth. He is to make every effort
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Not long ago a parishioner asked me, “What do you do all week with so much free time ... play golf every day?”
Many people have no idea what priest or pastors do outside of the Sunday Masses. The 1983 Code of Canon Law
of the Catholic Church summarizes much of the theology of the Church in describing the role, duties and
responsibilities of a Pastor: “exercising the pastoral care of the community committed to him under the authority of
the diocesan bishop in whose ministry of Christ he has been called to share, so that for that same community he
carries out the functions of teaching, sanctifying, and governing.”

... that the message of the gospel comes also to those who have ceased the practice of their religion or do not #i# (

profess the true faith.”

A Pastor is to work so that the Christian faithful are nourished through the celebration of the sacraments, especially the Most Holy

Eucharist and Reconciliation.

A Pastor is to visit families, sharing especially in the cares, anxieties, and griefs of the faithful, strengthening them in the Lord, and
prudently correcting them. “With generous love he is to help the sick, particularly those close to death, by strengthening them with the
sacraments and commending their souls to God; with particular diligence he is to seek out the poor, the afflicted, the lonely, those exiled

Ed Johnson

Jim -Kay Duffy
Carl-Ellen Rossini
Rob-Ann Larriviere
Peter-Mary La Fave
George-Jeanne Stewart

Darwin Hutchison

Deacon Carl-Barbara Thelin
Darwin-Debbie Hutchison

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Septembe r 1
September 2 8

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

Septem ber 8
Septembe r 10
September 11
September 12
September 13
September 21
September 23

Betty6@tx.rr.com
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6th John Fitzpatrick
Kay Hogan
7th Vince Ahern
Betty Monaghan
Jack Tromba
Warren Schneider
Bill Condon
8th Lou Neeb

N The 31 Clubis a commitment
by Serrans to attend Mass and
pray for vocations on a specific day each month. If you
are not listed below, and want to participate in this
important ministry, please contact Betty Monaghan at

9th Pete La Fave
Mary La Fave
10th Vicki Dean
Bob Baillargeon
George Stewart
11th Deacon Carl Thelin
Barbara Thelin
12th Greg Mechler
Mark Venincasa
13th Therese Reittinger
15th Don Simoneaux
Darwin Hutchinson
Fran Mc Namara
18th Ann Larriviere
Rob Larriviere
20th Tony Schmidt
21st Bill Higgins
22nd Joe Semler
23rd Leo Heiting
Tom Demarest
27th Chris Taylor
29th Carl Rossini
Ellen Rossini
30th Deacon Jack Galino
31st Ron Keptner

from their country, and similarly those weighed down by special difficulties. He is
to work so that spouses and parents are supported in fuffilling their proper duties
and is to foster growth of Christian life in the family.”

Being a Pastor is a gift from God and a penance from the bishop. Especially at
St. Mark’s in Plano, it is the only 24/7 “job” | know that sometimes takes 30 hours
a day and eight days a week, and through it all he is expected to stay joyful.
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Heavenly Father, we ask You to look lovingly on the
missionary journey of your faithful servant Blessed
Junipero Serra. His steadfast effort in foundingn  ine
missions in California and the conversion of thousa nds
of native Americans have inspired the formation and
work of Serra International. This ministry in Fath  er
Serra’s name is to encourage vocations to priesthoo d
and vowed religious life. We pray that You blessth s
holy and courageous Franciscan missionary and grant
him the ultimate honor of Sainthood in Your heavenl y
kingdom. We ask this in the name of Thy Blessed
Trinity and Mary, Queen of Vocations.

Warren Schneider
Therese Reittinger

Alicia Condon
Rhonda Picon
Ellen Rossini

Paul Ficalora
Fran Mc Namara

Serra Mensajero is the North Central Dallas Serra Club monthly
newsletter to communicate activities, provide news to members and
support Club goals. To include items in the newsletter, send e-mail
to Carl Rossini at canderossini@att.net Photographer, Vicki Dean
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